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STG Management 

 

 Inmates are evaluated for STG affiliation 
during the reception process (see next 
page), as well as throughout their 
incarceration.  
 

 Each inmate who is identified as STG-
affiliated is assigned an STG level – passive, 
active, or disruptive – based on activity.  The 
STG level impacts the inmate’s security 
classification.   

 
 Each institution has an STG Committee 

responsible for monitoring STG behavior.  
Inmates are routinely checked for new 
tattoos or possession of STG material, and 
monitored for known associates and 
engagement in STG activity. STG activity is 
generally documented through a conduct 
report.   
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Security Threat Groups 

 
 Security threat groups (STGs) are broadly 

defined as any inmate group that presents a 
risk to the security of the institution or 
personnel, is detrimental to the best 
interests of the inmates, or would work in 
opposition to the orderly function and 
operation of the institution. 
 

 Prison gangs (such as the Aryan 
Brotherhood or the Heartless Felons) are 
encompassed within the broad definition of 
STGs, but STGs can also include inmates 
grouping together based on geographic, 
racial, philosophical, or other shared 
characteristics. 

 
 Prison gangs generally engage in criminal 

activity to promote power, wealth, and 
prestige. Common activity includes assaults 
on staff and inmates; drug, tobacco, 
cellphone, and contraband trafficking; 
extortion and cell robberies; gambling; and, 
operating “stores” (e.g. selling accumulated 
contraband). 

 
 The larger prison gangs are organized, with 

a clear hierarchical structure, a code of 
conduct, and symbols that identify group 
members. Prison gangs can communicate 
between prisons, with leaders directing 
action from the supermax or maximum 
security facilities, or even between state 
prison systems.  

 
 Inmates may leave behind street affiliation 

to join the larger and more powerful prison 
gang already operating at the prison, or 
they may choose to join a gang for the first 
time inside. Conversely, prison gang activity 
can carry to the streets when the inmates 
return home. 

Key Statistics 

As of January 2014, 8,171 DRC inmates were 
identified as STG-affiliated inmates, or 16.2 

percent of the total DRC population. 
 

Total STG-affiliated inmates decreased by 
12.9 percent from CY 2012 to 2014. 

 
Lebanon Correctional Institution 

houses the highest total number of STG-
affiliated inmates. 

 
Ohio State Penitentiary had the highest 
percentage of STG-affiliated inmates, with 

62.6 percent.  
 

The highest number of STG-affiliated 
inmates were sentenced from Cuyahoga 

County. 
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Inmate is not considered 
to have an STG affiliation 

The inmate enters a prison reception center 
 

Staff reassess 
inmate’s STG 

affiliation 
Inmate does not have an 

STG affiliation 

Inmate is listed as 
passive, but will 
always have an 
STG affiliation.  

Inmate is identified as part 
of an STG 

Inmate is considered Active or 
Disruptive and sent to a higher 

security institution 

Inmate is 
considered 

Passive  

Inmate 
commits an 

STG rule 
violation 

Inmate 
commits an 
STG rule 
violation 

Inmate does 
not commit an 

STG rule 
violation 

Inmate does 
not commit an 

STG rule 
violation 

The inmate is evaluated during the Security Threat Group Identification and 
Registration step of the reception process.  Inmates are identified as STG-affiliated 

through self-admission, law enforcement records, tattoos or other markings, possession of 
STG-related material, or involvement in disruptive activities with other STG members. 

  

STG Classification Process 



 

Correctional Institution Inspection Committee 

Riffe Center, 77 S. High Street, 15
th

 Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215, PHONE (614) 466-6649, FAX (614) 466-6929 

STG Inmates by Level 

CY 2012 – CY 2014 

 
 

 

Top Ten Disruptive DRC STGs  
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Total STG-affiliated inmates 
decreased by 12.9 percent 
from CY 2012 to 2014. 

* Data provided by the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.  See p.8 for a definition of 
“passive,” “active,” and “disruptive.” 
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Total STG Population by Institution 

January 2, 2014 
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* Data provided by the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.  See p.8 for a definition of “passive,” “active,” and “disruptive.” 

Lebanon Correctional Institution 
houses the highest total number of 
STG inmates. 
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STG-Affiliated Percentage of Total Institutional Population 

January 2, 2014 
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* Data provided by the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.  The percentage was calculated using total counts for STG-affiliated 
inmates as of January 2, 2014, compared to the weekly institutional population reported by the department on January 6, 2014. 

Ohio State Penitentiary had the 
highest percentage of STG-affiliated 
inmates, with 62.6 percent.  
 

The female institutions had the lowest. 



 

Correctional Institution Inspection Committee 

Riffe Center, 77 S. High Street, 15
th

 Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215, PHONE (614) 466-6649, FAX (614) 466-6929 

STG Population by County of Commitment 

January 2, 2014 
 

 

* Data provided by the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction. 
** The data ranges increase to show gradation of the counties with lower STG populations. 

The highest number of STG-
affiliated inmates were sentenced 
from Cuyahoga County. 
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DRC STG Population 

January 2, 2014 
 

Inst. Passive Active Disruptive Total 
Percent 
of Pop. 

AOCI 91 8 5 104 6.4 

BeCI 246 11 1 258 9.5 

CCI 254 6 2 262 9.3 

CRC 216 8 2 226 12.4 

DCI 26 0 0 26 2.8 

FMC 15 1 0 16 3.0 

GCC 169 6 2 177 8.9 

LaeCI 224 12 12 248 13.9 

LeCI 670 58 64 792 30.6 

LoCI 178 3 6 187 8.2 

LorCI 135 16 6 157 12.5 

MaCI 218 3 5 226 9.8 

ManCI 421 108 79 608 24.1 

MCI 324 14 12 350 13.5 

NCCC 316 10 3 329 12.3 

NCI 277 51 11 339 13.3 

NERC 1 0 0 1 0.2 

ORW 17 4 0 21 0.8 

OSP 135 55 96 286 62.6 

PCI 339 5 0 344 15.8 

RCI 586 55 47 688 33.8 

RiCI 365 30 4 399 15.8 

SCC 239 45 0 284 13.8 

SOCF 392 41 163 596 48.5 

TCI 205 83 31 319 20.9 

ToCI 350 78 51 479 42.1 

WCI 366 51 32 449 32.0 

Total 6,775 762 634 8,171 16.2 

 

 
 
 
 

* Data provided by the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.  See p.8 for a definition of 
“passive,” “active,” and “disruptive.” 
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DRC STG Level Definitions 

 
Per DRC Policy 53-CLS-01 and Director Mohr’s memo to DRC inmates dated May 23, 
2012, the following are definitions for the STG activity levels: 
 
Passive Security Threat Group (STG) Participant – An offender is identified as a 
passive STG participant when it is documented, within the last 24 months that the 
inmate at time of reception has tattoos, brand or scars that are identified symbols of an 
STG; the inmate self admits that he/she is or was a member of a STG and/or the inmate 
has prior active or disruptive STG participation (during current incarceration). 
 
Active Security Threat Group (STG) Participant - An offender is identified as an 
active STG participant when it is documented, within the last 24 months, that: the 
inmate at reception or while incarcerated has STG photos, new STG tattoos or 
possession of STG contraband (alphabets, codes drawings, or insignias); the inmate 
has developed leadership in an STG group; the inmate is attempting to recruit, organize 
or direct inmates for control; information has been received from other law enforcement 
agencies that substantiates that the inmate is a member of a security threat group; 
and/or the inmate has been convicted of participating in a criminal gang. For institutional 
purposes, documentation shall include a Rule 17 guilty finding at the Rules Infraction 
Board (RIB). For non-institutional purposes, documentation can include, but is not 
limited to, court journal entries, pre-sentence investigations or intelligence reports.  
 
Disruptive Security Threat Group (STG) Participant - An offender is identified as a 
disruptive security threat group participant when one or more of the following STG 
motivated actions are documented within the last 24 months: the inmate functions as a 
leader, enforcer or recruiter of a security threat group, which is actively involved in 
violent or disruptive behavior; the inmate has threatened or assaulted a staff member or 
another inmate; the inmate has participated in encouraging/creating an uprising or 
activity that disrupts the normal operations/security of the institution; the inmate is 
involved in the conveyance or attempted conveyance of major contraband excluding 
STG contraband; the inmate is found to be in possession of a weapon, cellular 
telephone/device or any item that aids in an escape; and/or the inmate has conducted 
disruptive acts (extortions, thefts, robberies, etc.). Documentation shall include a Rule 
17 guilty finding at the Rules Infraction Board.  
 
DRC Policy 53-CLS-01 can be accessed here: 
http://www.drc.ohio.gov/web/drc_policies/documents/53-CLS-01.pdf  
 
Director Mohr’s memo to the inmate population can be found at the end of CIIC’s 2013 
STG data brief, accessible at www.ciic.state.oh.us.  

http://www.drc.ohio.gov/web/drc_policies/documents/53-CLS-01.pdf
http://www.ciic.state.oh.us/

